TEMPLATE FOR LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR PARTNERING ORGANIZATION

Instructions: To complete your application, you need to secure a letter of support from your partnering organization. This needs to be submitted and signed (written or electronically) by your designated contact person at that organization. To make this as easy as possible, we suggest you adapt the template below to reflect your programs details and submit that adjusted template to your partnering organization. Ask them to review it, sign it, and return to you or you can have them electronically sign it and submit to peacebypeace@karmakrew.org. Please submit this with your application form to be eligible for acceptance into the Peace by Peace Teaching Corps. The parts you will need to change are UNDERLINED IN CAPS. Also, to make it easier to explain the Peace by Peace Teaching Corps Program to your partnering organization, you can print out the second and third page of this document and hand it to your contact person as you explain your request for a letter of support.

Template Below
Dear Sir or Madam:

This letter is to confirm that JOHN SMITH (herein referred to as teacher), has approached PARTNER ORGANIZATION (herein referred to as organization), about teaching a regular Yoga class at our facility in coordination with Karma Krew’s Peace by Peace Project. The teacher has carefully explained the details of this program, and this letter serves to express our agreement to support the teacher in completing this program by providing the following support:

· I, CONTACT PERSON, agree to be the teacher’s official contact person throughout the course of his Peace by Peace program. In this role, I will support the teacher in having an appropriate space to teach the weekly Yoga class, and I will help the teacher address any logistical questions or concerns that come up through the course of the program. I also understand that I will be asked to sign quarterly attendance sheets submitted to me by the teacher to help verify the completion of his classes. The teacher will be responsible for submitting these attendance sheets to Karma Krew.

· I understand that organization is not responsible for compensating the teacher in any way for this service, and that the teacher is functioning as an independent contractor of Karma Krew, Inc. 

-    I understand that Yoga is not a substitute for medical attention, examination, diagnosis or treatment. Yoga is not recommended and is not safe under certain medical conditions. I affirm that each student is alone responsible to decide whether to practice yoga or our organization as their caretaker assumes that responsibility. By signing below I agree that the people in our care are participating in this yoga class at their own risk, and our organization will fully accept responsibility should any injury occur. By signing below, the organization shall further agree to irrevocably release and waive any claims included but not limited to personal injury that the organization or individuals in the organization’s care have now or hereafter may have against Karma Krew, the teacher, Scott Feinberg, Amy Lombardo, all Karma Krew directors and officers and any guest faculty teachers. 

· This letter verifies that there are individuals interested in and available to take class with the teacher each week. We are expecting an average of X STUDENTS to attend each week, though attendance will vary.

· The teacher and the organization have agreed on the following schedule for the yoga classes to be continued for the duration of  at least one year:

· Class Time: EVERY TUESDAY from 4:30 – 5:30 PM
I hereby submit this letter of support and organization agreement as part of the teacher’s application to become part of Karma Krew’s Peace by Peace Project.

Sincerely, 

CONTACT PERSON
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Karma Krew’s

 Peace By Peace Teaching Corps
Karma Krew is a yoga-based 501(c)3 non-profit organization whose mission is to mobilize the collective energy of the Yoga community to expand the practice beyond the walls of the studios and into the hearts of our communities. Karma Krew’s Peace by Peace Teaching Corps is a nationwide initiative to bring yoga-based empowerment programs to underserved populations by employing qualified expert teachers to bring yoga to places like children’s and women’s shelters, prisons, drug treatment facilities, hospitals, nursing homes, and other places where individuals have little access to this powerful wellness practice.
As a formal non-profit organization, Karma Krew is uniquely suited to connect the resources of Yoga with those who need them. Though previous efforts to bring yoga to underserved populations have been accomplished, these efforts are usually carried out organically by a handful of teachers impassioned with a local cause. Without structure, finances, or administrative support, these programs can often phase out quickly and dwindle once a teacher is no longer able to commit the time and energy to that cause. With a structured network of trained and employed teachers through Karma Krew, we are able to provide high quality sustainable programming to you at no cost to your organization. Each teacher works as an independent contractor of Karma Krew, and your organization receives all services for free. 
As an overseeing organization of the Peace by Peace Teaching Corps, Karma Krew:

· Creates a rigorous standardized application process and orientation program for Peace by Peace teachers to ensure quality control and consistency in services being offered.

· Secures the funds and resources necessary to maintain an infrastructure that allows the program to outlast the involvement of any one particular teacher.

· Provides extensive liability coverage for each teacher and on-going continuing education support to all its staff in the Teaching Corps.

Responsibilities of a Partnering Organization

As a partnering organization, you are making a commitment to provide a physical space for the Peace by Peace teacher to teach a weekly Yoga class at your facility. You also provide him/her with any logistical support needed to allow him/her to offer the class to the students successfully. Finally, you provide support in ensuring that there will be individuals interested in and able to attend the weekly class.  A specific person at your organization will be designated a contact person for the Peace by Peace teacher, and will sign attendance sheets quarterly to verify that the teacher has completed his/her teaching as stated. 

With your help, we will be able to bring the gift of Yoga for free to populations of individuals that until now have been largely excluded from this incredible practice of wellness. Yoga treats each practitioner as a whole and complete person just as they are. They are not viewed as a stereotype, a statistic, or a problem to be solved. At Karma Krew, we believe that it is each person’s birthright to lead a life of optimum wellness both physically and mentally regardless of backgrounds, capabilities, age, gender, race, or economic status; and you are helping us to embody this principle as we expand the reach of Yoga to individuals of all kinds. We thank you for your support and look forward to enriching your environment with the practice of Yoga. For more information on the Peace by Peace Teaching Corps or Karma Krew, please see www.karmakrew.org or email peacebypeace@karmakrew.org. 

Testimonials
“As the Yoga community matures, it is organizations like Karma Krew who can inspire more and more practitioners to expand their Yoga practice beyond the mat and into all the simple choices of daily living. Then we will be able to say Yoga has truly infiltrated the West in a transformative and sincere way.” 

- Sarah Powers: Insight Yoga Teacher, Author, Founder of Metta Journeys

“Karma Krew is right on the cutting edge of the Yoga community, pioneering a more mature and relevant approach to Yoga which combines personal practice with service to the world. Karma Krew offers a clear pathway to heal both ourselves and our world. Never have we needed them more!”

-  Gail Straub, Co-Founder of The Empowerment Institute and Published Author
 

“At Children’s Home Society (CHS), we recognize the need for innovative partnerships with organizations like Karma Krew. CHS and Karma Krew understand the need to treat the whole child to effectively counter the trauma each  has experienced.”

- Lawrence Brooks, Executive Director of CHS Treasure Coast Division in SE Florida

“I don't know how to thank you for the gift of Karma Krew at SUPERLOVE, Eve Ensler’s V-Day Tenth Anniversary Celebration.The feedback about your Yoga Lounge has been tremendous. You helped heal the women of Katrina.  Please know that you and your colleagues were an important part of V-Day's history.  We look forward to working together in the future.”

- Purva Panday, Programs and Campaigns Manager, V-DAY

